1822)            THE LAST YEARS  OF TORY  RULE                55

CHAPTER IV
THE LAST YEARS OF TORY RULE.    SOCIAL AND FISCAL REFORMS
CATHOLIC EMANCIPATION
(1822-1830)
AN attempt was made in the last chapter to explain the part
played by England in European politics during the years
which followed the Napoleonic wars. A secondary purpose was to
expose the fallacy which associates the substitution of Canning for
Castlereagh with a new era in English foreign policy. Despite their
contrasted temperaments, the two statesmen pursued a common end.
But if Canning did not introduce a new system into diplomacy, he
did enforce, together with colleagues Peel, Huskisson, and Robinson,
a new spirit in domestic legislation. The various manifestations of
that new spirit it is the purpose of the following pages to disclose.
It is usual to date the era of reform from the accession of theRecoa-
Whig party to power in 1830.    Then, as often, it happened that a^^on
powerful stimulus was given to legislation by the electoral success of Liverpool
a party long excluded from office.    But the causes of reform and Cabinet,
reaction go far deeper than mere party oscillations, and cannot be       "
satisfactorily explained by party triumphs.    In this case the period
of stagnation closed not in 1830, but in 1822 ;  the era of reform was
coincident not with the formation of Lord Grey's administration, but
with the reconstruction of that of Lord Liverpool.
The change of ministerial personnel in 1822-1823 was, as we have
seen, comprehensive and significant. Canning, it will be remembered,
succeeded Londonderry not only at the Foreign Office, but in the
leadership of the House of Commons; Peel, with a reputation im-
mensely enhanced by his skilful conduct of currency reforms, replaced
Lord Sidmouth (Addington) at the Home Office; the support of
the Grenville Whigs was conciliated by the appointment of C. W.
Wynn as President of the Board of Control, and the hopes of the
Catholics were naturally raised by Lord Wellesley's acceptance of tbe
Lord Lieutenancy of Ireland, and still more by Plunket's appoint-
ment as his Attorney-General. Even more clearly indicative of
impending change of policy were the appointments to the Exchequer
and the Board of Trade. Vansittart, most incompetent of financiers,
was raised to the peerage as Lord Bexley, and receded into the
Chancellorship of the Duchy of Lancaster ; F. J. Robinson replaced
him at the Exchequer and was in turn succeeded at the Board of
Trade by William Huskisson.
Exceptionally strong in general administrative ability few
Cabinets, since the inception of parliamentary government, have